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7 aeTrag'die 

a. Tic not meddle with it, it is a dangerous thing, 

It makes a man a coward. A man cannot fteale, 

Butitaccufeah him, he cannot fl ealc but it checks him : 

He cannot lye with his neighbours wife but it detects 
Him, it is a blufhing (hamfaft fpirit that mutinies 
la a mans bofome : it fils one full of obrtacles^ 

It friademconccreftorea ^iece of gold that /Found. 

It beggersany man that kecpcs it : it is turnd out ofall 
Townes and Cities for a dangerous thing.and euery 
Man that meanes to liue weil,endeuours to truft 
To himfclfe,and to iiue withont it. 

1 Zounds, it is euen now at my elbow perfwading me 
Nottv) kill the Duke. 

2 Take the deujal in thy minde,and belecue him not, 

He would infinuate with thee to make thee figh. 

i Tut, lam firing in fraud, he cannot preuailc with me, 

1 warrant thee. 

2 Stood Jikea tali fellow that refpe&s his reputation, 

Come Hull we tothisgeare? 

1 Take him oner the coltard with the hilts of my fword, 
And then we wil chop him in cheMalmfey butin the next 

2 Oh, excellent deuice,make aioppeofhim. ( roome: 

1 Harke,he £lirs, fliali I ftrike? 

2 No, firft lets reafon with him* Cla. awaketb. 

C/a. rrherc art thou Keeper, gme me a cup of wine. 

i 7 o u (hall haue wine enough, my Lo. anon. 

C la. In Gods name , what art th^u 1 
z A man, as you are. 

Cla* Butnoras I ain,royalI. 
i Noryou asweate, loyal], 

C U. Thy voycc is thunder, but thy Iookes are humble. 

2 My voycc i snow the £ings, my looses mine ownc. 

C/a. How darkely and how deadly dooft thou Ipeake? 

Tell me who are you ? wherefore coineyou hither i 
An. To, to, to. 

C/a. To murther me ? j m /, 

C/a. You fcarfely haue the hearts to till me Co 
And therefore cannot liaue the hear s ro do it, ’ 

Wherein my friends haue /offended you ? 

I. Offend 
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Richard the third. 

1 OlTcnded vs you haue not , but the JfTing, 

Cla. I fhall be reconciid to him againe. 

2 Neuer n,y Lo. therefore prepare to die. 

Cla. Are you caid forth from outa world of men 
To flay the innocent? what is my offence? 
yrhei e are the gaidence toacculemc? 

What lavvfull tjueft haue giuen tticir verdift vp 
Vntothe frowning iudge,or who pronounc’d 
The bitter fentencc of poore Clarence d^ath. 

Before / be conuid by courfc of law? 

To thereaten me with death is mod vnlawfull: 
/charge you as you hope to haue redemption, 

By Chrifts dearc blood flied for our greeuous fins 
That you depart and lay no hands on me, 

The cfeede you vndertake is damnable. 

1 What we will do, we do vpon command’ 

2 And he that hath commanded is the king. 

Cla. Erronious vaflTaile,the great King of Kings, 

Hath in his Tables of his Law commanded, 

That thou IbaUdoeno murther, and wilt thou then 
Spume at his edict, and fulfill a mans? 

Take hcedr/or he holdes vengeance in his hands, 
Toihurlc vpon their heads that breakc his Law. 

2 And that fame vengeance cloth he throw on thcc s 
for fa lit forfwcaring and for murder too ? 

Thou didft receiuerhe holy Sacrament 
To fight in q Jarrell of the heufe of Lancafter, 

1 And If xe a traitor to the name of God, 

Didft breake that vow, and with thy trcchcroys blade 
Vnripft the bowelsof th/ foueraignes fonne. 

2 Whom thou werr fwort e to ch< rifhand defend. 

l How eanft thou vrge Gods dreadfull law to vs, 

When thou haft broke it in fo ikare degree ? 

CL. Alas, for wtiofefake did / that ill deed ? 

For E dward, ‘or my brother,fot hisfa'cei 
fV.'v nrs, he fends ye not to av r 4 er me for this, 

For pi th-s finne lie is asdee,' ' as r 


TGodw.il be r< cr.ffrd ‘ . ' n s r 'd, . f e, 
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